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The Trojan Women
A new text for City Garage by Charles Duncombe

Directed by Frederíque Michel
Production Design by Charles Duncombe

Cast
June Carryl...............................................Hecuba, Queen of Troy
Amelia Rose..................................... Andromache, Wife of Hector
Alisha Nichols........................................................ Helen of Troy
Mariko Oka.................................Cassandra, daughter of Hecuba
Crystal Sershen...................Hermione, Principal Woman to Hecuba
Cynthia Mance...............................Chryseis, a Priestess of Apollo;

Entertainment Reporter
Maria Christina Benthall...........................Maia, a Princess of Troy
Reha Zamani........................................... Zeha, a Princess of Troy 
Troy Dunn........ Talthybius, an Achaean Diplomatic Envoy; Diplomat
Dave Mack..............................................Diplomatic Aide; Statue
Michael Galvin...............Menelaus, a Greek General; Ventriloquist;

Journalist; Jasper, a Soldier 
David E. Frank......... Jojo, a Soldier; Dummy; Analyst; Court Official
Garth Whitten......Jimmy, a Soldier; Statue; Advocate; Talking Head
Kenneth Rudnicki................................................Jackie, a Soldier
Jules Hartley..........................................Andromoche (understudy)

Production Staff
Set and Lighting Design...............................Charles Duncombe
Assistant Director.............................................Brennan Crewe
Costume Design............................................ Josephine Poinsot
Sound Design/Publicity Photography..................Paul Rubenstein
Master Carpenter.....................................................Troy Dunn
Audio Engineering................................................ John Zuhlke
Light/Sound Operator........................................ Irene Casarez

Place & Time
Ancient Troy; Today

The play runs approximately 110 minutes
without intermission.



ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Charles Duncombe is the author of the City Garage texts Atrocities: 
Meetings With Monstrous Men (2000), Cinema Stories: Ceremonies 
of Unendurable Bondage (2002), OedipusText/LA (2003) and Patriot 
Act: A Reality Show (2004),. He also wrote the company’s adaptations 
of Heiner Müller Medeatext;Los Angeles/Despoiled Shore (2000), 
Frederick of Prussia/George W’s Dream of Sleep (2001), and The 
Mission (Accomplished) (2008). His  English-language versions of 
Moliere The Bourgeois Gentilhomme and The School For Wives 
premiered this last year at City Garage. Patriot Act won the 2004 
Fratti-Newman Award for Political Playwriting; each of his three of 
his Müller adaptations were nominated for the LA Weekly’s “Best 
Adaptation” award. 

Cast Profiles
June Carryl
Hecuba, Queen of Troy
June Carryl has performed with Odyssey Theater; Mark Taper’s 
Taper, Too; California Shakespeare Festival; San Francisco 
Shakespeare Festival; Shakespeare Santa Cruz; Berkeley 

Repertory; and American Conservatory Theaters.  Film and television credits 
include Criminal Minds, The Bold and the Beautiful, The Hired Gun, Sweet 
November and Haiku Tunnel.

Amelia Rose
Andromache, Wife of Hector
Amelia Rose is the youngest-ever graduate of The Sanford 
Meisner Center’s 2-year program in NoHo. She studies with 
Lindsay Crouse and is a graduate of The Atlantic Acting 

School’s NYC 2-year conservatory and Atlantic’s L.A. Program. Credits 
include The Seagull, All Over, Holes, and David Fincher’s short Stand Up To 
Cancer.

Alisha Nichols
Helen of Troy
Alisha received her B.A. in theatre arts from California State 
University-Northridge. She also studied with the Steppenwolf 
Theatre Company at summer arts. She previously appeared 

at City Garage in Iphigenia, Rhinoceros, 365 Plays/365 (Week 45), the LA 
Weekly Theatre Award nominated The Bald Soprano, Bad Penny, and The 
Bourgeois Gentilhomme.



Mariko Oka
Cassandra, daughter of Hecuba
Born in Tokyo, Japan, Mariko Oka pursued her career in 
acting in the U.S. at the Lee Strasberg Theatre Institute in 
New York. She has been featured internationally in various 

commercials throughout the US and Asia. She has appeared at City Garage 
in, The Bourgeois Gentilhomme, Rhinoceros, Bad Penny and Quartet, which 
was nominated for Best One-Act Ensemble at the 2008 LA Weekly Theatre 
Awards.

Crystal Sershen
Hermione, Principal Woman to Hecuba
Crystal is delighted to make her debut with City Garage. 
Over the last several years, she has appeared in productions 
with The Will Geer Theatricum, North Coast Repertory, 

and Shakespeare by the Sea. She recently completed her MA in classical 
theatre at NYU, where she also received her BFA.

Cynthia Mance
Chryseis, a Priestess of Apollo; Entertainment Reporter
This marks Cynthia’s 15th play over ten years at City 
Garage. She just finished playing the roles of The Wife in 
The Chairs and Georgette in The School for Wives. Other 

recent roles here include Nicole in The Bourgeois Gentilhomme, Woman 
One in Bad Penny, First Love in the The Mission (Accomplished) [nominated 
for a 2009 LA Weekly Theatre Award for Best Ensemble] and Mrs. Martin 
in the LA Weekly Theatre Award-nominated The Bald Soprano.

Maria Christina Benthall
Maia, a Princess of Troy
Maria Christina Benthall was born in London and spent her 
teenage years growing up in Dubai. She lead a life of dance 
and musical theatre, working both in Dubai and England, 

then spontaneously decided to move to Los Angeles. She studied at the 
American Academy of Dramatic Arts and recently graduated in March 
2009. The Trojan Women is her City Garage debut.

.



Reha Zemani
Zeha, a Princess of Troy
After graduating from college in 2004, Reha toured with 
B Street Theatre in Sacramento and moved to Los Angeles 
three years ago. Since her arrival in Los Angeles, Reha has 

been involved in The Best Christmas Peagant at Shine Theatre and The 
Girls of Saint Charles Academy for Whitmore Lindley Theatre as well as 
independent short films such as Long Way Home, Ferishtha, and Heal. 

Troy Dunn
Talthybius, an Achaean Diplomatic Envoy; Diplomat
Troy has appeared many times here since he first joined the 
ensemble as Agamemnon in Agamemnon: Pentheus in The 
Baccae, Agamemnon in Iphiginia, Berenger in Rhinoceros, 

Valmont in Quartet (winner, LA Weekly Theater Award for Best Performance: 
One Act), Mr. Martin in The Bald Soprano (extended), Baritone Sax in 
365, Debuisson in The Mission (Accomplished), First Man in Bad Penny, 
and Dorante in The Bourgeois Gentilhomme.

Dave Mack
Diplomat; Aide; Statue
Dave Mack graduated from the California Institute of the 
Arts with an MFA in Acting and Cornell University with a 
BA in Theater. Credits at City Garage: Horace, School for 

Wives; Cleonte, The Bourgeois Gentilhomme; and Sassportas, The Mission 
[Accomplished]. 

Michael Galvin
Menelaus, a Greek General; Ventriloquist; Journalist; 
Jasper, a Soldier
Michael has appeared here in The Bourgeois Gentilhomme 
and The School for Wives. He has trained with The 

Groundlings and Milton Katselas at the Beverly Hills Playhouse. His film 
work includes guest starring on CSI Miami, starring alongside Michael 
Madsen in Strength and Honor, and lending his voice talents to Pirates of 
the Caribbean.  His theater credits include Antigone, The Plough And The 
Stars, and A Midsummer Night’s Dream.



David E. Frank
Jojo, a Soldier; Dummy; Analyst; Court Official
David is originally from Muncie, Indiana, where he received 
his degree in Theatre Performance from Ball State University. 
His most memorable performances at City Garage include: 

MedeaText: Los Angeles Despoiled Shore; Atrocities: Meetings With 
Monstrous Men; Frederick of Prussia/GeorgeW’s Dream of Sleep; The 
Battle: ABC [Best Ensemble: 2006 LA Weekly Theatre Awards]; The Bald 
Soprano, The Mission (Accomplished) [2009 LA Weekly Best Ensemble 
nominee]; and The School for Wives.

Garth Whitten
Jimmy, a Soldier; Advocate; Statue; Talking Head
Garth is appearing in his third production at City Garage, 
having been seen previously in The Bourgeois Gentilhomme 
and The Chairs. He received his theatre training from Boston 

University’s College of Fine Arts, as well as recently training and developing 
performance pieces with members of ARTEL and Teatr-Piesn-Kozla.  Select 
roles include Hamlet in Hamlet, Joe in Angels in America and Marty in 
The House of Yes.

Kenneth Rudnicki
Jackie, a Soldier
Mr. Rudnicki’s City Garage credits include appearances 
in Iphigenia, 365, Bad Penny, School for Wives and The 
Bourgeois Gentilhomme as well as assistant directing the 

most recent Müller productions.  Kenneth received his BA from UCSC and 
has also trained at Shakespeare Santa Cruz, ACT, and Improv Olympic.  
He currently teaches acting and play writing for various L.A.-based theatre 
companies and is involved with Los Angeles Guerrilla Gardening.

 
Jules Hartley
Andromoche (understudy)
Jules made the jump from NYC to LA last summer, and is 
thrilled to be making her debut with City Garage.  Regional 
credits include ICT’s (Long Beach) West Coast Premier of 

the Mark Twain comedy, Is He Dead. Off-Broadway: Straight To Hell at 
the Abingdon Theater. Television credits include: Law & Order: SVU, One 
Life to Live.

If you would like to contact any of these performers for professional 
purposes, please email us: citygarage@citygarage.org



Staff Profiles
Frederíque Michel, Artistic Director
Director
Frederíque was born in Paris and studied theatre at the Conservatoire. She 
has led the company as Artistic Director since its founding in 1987. She 
received a Dramalogue Award for her direction of Dissident. Her 1998 
production of George Sand: An Erotic Odyssey in Seven Tableaux was 
nominated for four L.A. Weekly Theater Awards, including Best Director. 
She was nominated again for Best Director for MedeaText: Los Angeles/
Despoiled Shore (2000). In 2005 she won the LA Weekly Award for Best 
Direction (one-act) for La Leçon. Her production of The Battle: ABC was 
nominated for Best Direction and received the 2006 LA Weekly Award for 
Best Ensemble. She once again won Best Direction (one-act) for Quartet 
at the 2008 LA Weekly Theater Awards and was also nominated for her 
direction of The Bald Soprano. At the 2009 LA Weekly Theater Awards, 
she received (along with Charles Duncombe) the “Queen of the Angels 
Award” for “decades of directing and producing scintillating, politically 
charged theater that challenges audiences to reconsider their assumptions 
about the nature of politics and the nature of theater itself.”

Charles A. Duncombe, Managing Director
Production Designer
Charles is a writer, director and designer. He began his partnership with 
Frederique Michel in 1985, and he has designed all of her work since then. 
He has won two Dramalogue awards for production design and in 1999 
won the L.A. Weekly Theater Award for Best Lighting Design for George 
Sand: An Erotic Odyssey in Seven Tableaux (1998). He was nominated 
for two L.A. Weekly awards for  MedeaText: Los Angeles/Despoiled Shore 
(2000): Best Adaptation, and Best Set. He was nominated again for two 
L.A. Weekly awards for Frederick of Prussia/GeorgeW’s Dream of Sleep 
(2001): Best Adaptation, and Production Design. His play Patriot Act won 
the Fratti/Newman Award for Political Playwriting in 2005 and opened in 
New York at the Castillo Theater as part of their 2008 season. He won the 
2006 LA Weekly Theatre Award for Best Production Design for the entire 
Three by Mee season and was nominated again in 2007 for Production 
Design for Quartet. In 2009 he was nominated for Best Adaptation for 
The Mission (Accomplished). At the 2009 LA Weekly Theater Awards, he 
received (along with Frederique Michel) the “Queen of the Angels Award” 
for their contributions to Los Angeles theater.



Josephine Poinsot
Costume Design
Josephine was born in Paris. She has been working with City Garage since 
1987 as a costumer designer and won the 2008 LA Weekly Theater Award 
for Costume Design for her work here on The Bourgeois Gentilhomme  by 
Moliere.

Irene Casarez
Light/Sound Operator
Irene appeared here at City Garage as the Flutist in The Gertrude Stein 
Project and The Bacchae. She has worked in the booth for Iphigenia, 
Rhinoceros, Quartet, The Bald Soprano, The Mission (Accomplished), 
Bad Penny, The Bourgeois Gentilhomme, The School for Wives, and The 
Chairs.

Paul Rubenstein, General Manager
Sound Design, Publicity Photography
Paul has performed in 10 productions at City Garage. His turn as Jean 
in Ionesco’s haunting valedictory Journeys Among the Dead recived a 
Backstage Garlands Honorable Mention. He most recently appeared in 
The Battle: ABC,  “Best Ensemble” winner at the 2006 LA Weekly Theater 
Awards. In 2009 he won the LA Weekly Theater Award for Sound Design 
for his work on The Mission: Accomplished here at City Garage.

Brennan Crewe
Assistant Director
Brennan is making his debut as an assistant director with City Garage. 
Previously, he has performed in several one-acts at Hunger Artist Theatre 
and has performed as Simon Stimson in Rude Guerrilla’s production of 
Our Town. Brennan is a graduate of the Claire Trevor School of the Arts 
at UC Irvine.

Ensemble Staff:
Artistic Director
Frederique Michel
Managing Director
Charles Duncombe
General Manager
Paul Rubenstein
Board Members Emeritus:
Jamie Clark
Maura  O’Connor

Board of Directors:
David Burton, Chairman
Joel Drazner
Charles Duncombe
Samuel Goldstein
Frederique Michel
Jean-Michel Michenaud
Freddy Nager
Paul Rubenstein
David Tillman



ABOUT CITY GARAGE

The company at City Garage consists of about twenty actors, a 
director, a general manager, and a dramaturg/designer. All casting 
is done within the company. The idea is to do interesting theater that 
makes people think. 

City Garage has had a couple dozen “Critic’s Choice” or “Pick of 
the Week” productions. It recieved four L.A. Weekly Theatre Award 
nominations for its production George Sand: An Erotic Odyssey 
in Seven Tableaux, and four more for MedeaText: Los Angeles/
Despoiled Shore, and another two for Frederick of Prussia/
GeorgeW’s Dream of Sleep. Its staging of The Empire Builders by 
Boris Vian was nominated for Production of the Year, while its revival 
of Ionesco’s The Lesson received nominations in both direction and 
performance categories, winning the award for Best Direction. Heiner 
Müller’s The Battle: ABC was nominated for Best Direction and Best 
Ensemble in 2006 and won the Ensemble award. In 2007, its Three 
by Mee season received four LA Weekly nominations, including 
Production of the Year for Agamemnon. The season as a whole won 
in the Production Design category. In 2008, the company received 
seven nominations in six categories, including Best Ensemble (one-
act) and Best Comedy Ensemble, and took home awards for Best 
Direction (one-act) and Best Performance (one-act). In 2009, the 
company earned six nominations including one for Best Ensemble  
and Best Adaptation for The Mission (Accomplished). In that same 
year, company founders Frederíque Michel and Charles Duncombe 
won the LA Weekly’s “Queen of the Angles” award for decades of 
contributions to L.A. theater.

The company’s work with Fassbinder texts has been featured in two 
German documentaries: Fassbinder in Hollywood, and Fassbinder: 
Love, Life, and Celluloid. Three of its Heiner Müller productions 
have been discussed in the book Müller in America published in 
New York in 2003. In the summer of 2004 in New York City, the 
company received an Otto, a national award for political theatre 
(past recipients include Laurie Anderson, Bread and Puppets Theater, 
Steppenwolf Theater, and Heiner Müller). It was honored that year 
alongside Robert Wilson, El Teatro Campesino, and Charles Mee.



TOKYO CUISINE

SANTA MONICA  
424 WILSHIRE BLVD.
SANTA MONICA, CA 90401
(310) 576-6330
Near 3rd Street Promenade

TORRANCE    
1725 CARSON ST., STE. B  
TORRANCE, CA 90501  
(310) 787-7344
Corner of Western and Carson St. 

As featured in the LA Times and New York Times

See our reviews on Yelp.com, 
Citysearch.com and Chowhound.com

Bring thIs program to receive complimentary dessert

A unique dining and drinking experience in the tradition 
of Japanese Izakaya style with a fresh new twist.

COMING SUMMER 2010
YOUTH THEATRE WORKSHOPS AT CITY GARAGE

Nationally recognized progressive arts theater City Garage is for 
the first time offering summer classes for student-aged talents. Study 
with three of the company’s long-time members in three different dis-
ciplines:

Masks & Movement:
Instructor: David E. Frank; Ages: 14-18; Dates: June  – July  (5 weeks); 
Tuition: $400

Introductory “Acting is Pretending”:
Instructor: Frederíque Michel; Ages: 8-12; Dates: June–July  (5 weeks);
Tuition: $400

Introduction to Playwriting:
Instructor: Kenneth Rudnicki; Ages: 11-14; Dates: June–July (5 weeks)
Tuition: $450



Directing Workshop
With award-winning director Frederíque Michél

What is the art of directing for the theatre? Learn to 
open your imagination to the magical world of the 
stage by working one-on-one with multiple award-
winner Frederique Michel, Artistic Director of City 
Garage. Intense once a week sessions working with 
challenging texts, actors, and blocking, European-style 
choreography with precise movement, and benefiting 
from her unique and critically-acclaimed vision for the 
stage. Selected students will have the opportunity to 
present their work to an invited audience at an annual 
special performance.

Open registration for this ongoing, year-round 
workshop. After the initial eight weeks, participants 
may sign up in four-week increments to continue the 
program.

The cost for the first eight weeks is $650; for 
students invited to continue, each additional four 
weeks will be $250. Enrollment is now open. Class 
sizes are limited. Those who are accepted will be 
contacted by Ms. Michel.

Submit inquiry with resume to:
directingworkshop@citygarage.org



Come and be a part of the most exciting theater company 
in Los Angeles! Buy a passport today and receive four 

discounted admissions to any City Garage productions. 

If you’re looking for truly alternative theater, City Garage is 
where you’ll find it. Provocative. Political. Outrageous. Out 
of the mainstream.

City Garage has been consistently recognized as a unique 
voice in the landscape of LA theater. A place for new plays 
from the international theatre, challenging contemporary 
drama, and hard-hitting original pieces that train an 
unflinching eye on the community of Los Angeles and on the 
world at large. It’s  here audiences are inspired to think about 
the issues that confront a changing society and challenged to 
question what they find. Nothing is predictable here except 
the energy and excellence on stage.

Don’t miss a show!

With a City Garage passport, it ’s easy. Buy a passport 
and receive four discounted admissions to any City Garage 
productions. No schedules. No pre-arranged seats or dates. 
Use it in any combination you like. Come to four different 
shows by yourself, come to two with a guest, come to one 
with three guests. Or buy passports for your friends and 
come as a group!

Get on your schedule. You pick the show. You pick the 
day. It’s just that simple. And you’ll save 25% off the 

regular price of admission.

THE CITY GARAGE
PASSPORT



PASSPORT ORDER FORM
mail to: City Garage, P.O. Box 2016, Santa Monica, CA 90405

Name _______________________________________
Address ______________________________________
City _________________________________________ 
State_____________			  Zip_____________
Email ________________________________________

Standard Passport: Four admissions for $75
No. of passports ______ x $75 =	 ____________
Student/Senior (65+): Four admissions for $45 	
No. of passports ______ x $45 =	 ____________
		     Total Enclosed  =	 ____________

SAVE 25% ON YOUR NEXT 
TRIP TO CITY GARAGE



Victoria Coulson
Christine & Larry Davanzo
Brendan & Laney Filuk
Maureen Fitzsimmons
Jennifer & Glen Gers
Kathleen & Clyde Goddard
R. Greenwold &
   H. Frey-Greenwold
Herbert & Louise Horvitz
Kai’s European Catering
Kindel & Kosberg
Joan Ling
The Low Family
Alan Meade
Eileen & Peter Norton
Elizabeth Oaks &
   Samuel Goldstein
Don Parris
Bill Prudich
Shiva Rose
Lee & Julie Rubenstein
Ed & Astra Shore
John & Connie Weston
Cane C. Whitney
Anonymous

FRIENDS
($100–$249)
T.T. & J. Alvarez
Tatiana Alvarez
Alicia J. Bentley
Colette Blu
Randy Burt
David “DB” Burton
Irene Casarez Palma
Richard Chernick
Ruthie Crossley
Tatiana Davanzo
Joel Drazner
David Mason Eichman

City Garage gratefully acknowledges the 
following generous supporters:

SUSTAINERS
($5,000+)
Peter Robinson
Cheryl Saccio &
   Dr. George Goy
Traverse Bay
Jean-Michel Michenaud

FOUNDERS
($1,000+)
Jamie Clark
Charles Duncombe
Susan Kalinowski & 
   John Caldwell
Michael L. Mahler
Les Mayfield
Freddy Nager
Maura O’Connor
Magali Renee Parry
Megan & Michael Shore
Mario Valenzuela
Andrew Cooper Wasser

SPONSORS
($500–$999)
Sue Ellen Case
Tom Clyde
Ruth & Stan Flinkman
Andrew Gifford
Bill Moynihan
Gustav Vintas
Anonymous

PATRONS
($250–$499)
Walter Baer & Jerry Weiss
Strawn Bovee
David Brisbin & Laura Innes
Dan Butts 
Cafe Mambo



City Garage recognizes
the Wells Fargo Foundation and 

the Santa Monica Arts Commission 
for their generous support.

FRIENDS (continued)
($100–$249)
Judith Epstein & Philip Toubus
Genesius
Geraldine Fuentes
Glen & Jennifer Gers
Cathy & Clyde Goddard
Samuel Goldstein
Marion and Jeffrey Grace
Hany Hamideh
Marshall Hea
Anthony L Hotchkiss
Franck E. Hotchkiss
Jerry Katell
Mia Kissel
Scott Lloyd-Davies
Arthur Low
Philip Mansaur
Mr. Marzocchi
Lisa & George Meyers
Bob Mellen
Ann & Michael Moynihan

Bill Morey
Elizabeth Oaks
Nancy Pearsall
Nellie & Peepers
Lora Piazza
J. & F. Pocock
Jim Rosenthal
Lidia Rubinstein
Shawn Schepps
Darionne Silver
Nancy Sinatra
Daniel Slrangler
Charles Swann
Royston David Thomas
Peter Tangel
Dimitri K. Vergun
Walter Baer & Jeri Weiss
Kevin Williamson
L. Reiner & M. Winchester
lnge Wolf
Bernard P. Wolfsdorf



Coming Soon to City Garage

Winter 2010:
Moliere

by Mikhail Bulgakov
in a new adaptation 

by Charles Duncombe

Please visit our website: 
www.citygarage.org


